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EU MYTHS AND REALITIES 

Tom Casier 

Professor 

Brussels School of International Studies 

Tom Casier obtained his PhD in Political Science from the University of Leuven (KULeuven) with 
a dissertation on the transformation process in Central and Eastern Europe. From 1988 to 1999 
he worked at the University of Leuven, first as a Researcher of the Belgian National Fund for 

Scientific Research, later as post-doctoral researcher and co-ordinator European Studies. In the following years he 
worked as Lecturer at EIPA (European Institute of Public Administration) in Maastricht and Lecturer in International 
Relations at EHSAL in Brussels, where he established the MA programme European Business. In 2003 he became 
Assistant Professor and founding Director of the MA in European Studies at the University of Maastricht. As of 1 
September 2007 he joins the University of Kent at Brussels as Senior Lecturer in International Relations.  

Tom Casier has been teaching courses in the fields of International Relations, EU External Relations, European 
Integration, Foreign Policy Analysis and Russian Politics and Foreign Policy. His research interests include EU-Russia 
relations, Russian and EU foreign policy and European Neighbourhood Policy. He is currently preparing a book 'Europe 
and the World' with Sophie Vanhoonacker.  

 

 
Christian Saublens 

Executive Director 

European Association of Development Agencies- EURADA 

Christian Saublens has been the Director of the European Association of Development Agencies 
(EURADA) since 1992. He also manages EBAN, the European Business Angels Network promoting 
the stimulation of informal venture capital at regional or national level. With more than 25 years of 
experience in lobbying the European Union administration, Mr. Saublens has managed several 
projects co-financed by the EU in the field of regional development, enterprise cooperation, 

innovation and capacity building. 

 

EU RELATIONS: THE EU AND THE WORLD 

 Paloma Agrasot 

Neighbourhood Programme Manager 

WWF European Policy Office 

 
Paloma Agrasot is a geographer from Madrid University with a master on Geography of 
Development of Liege University. She teached in Algeria (Univ of Oran) and in Belgium (Univ of 
Liege) during the 70s.  During the 80s she contributed to a research project on "Population and 
Environment" (Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium) funded by the EC.  Since the beginning 

of the 80s she has been working as policy expert on environmental integration in EU external policies. Between 1982 
and 1997 she worked at the European Environmental Bureau, EEB, on the Convention to Combat Desertification, the 
ACP/Lomé Conventions, the MERCOSUR and the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.  



 
In 1997 she was appointed by WWF MEDPO as Mediterranean Policy Coordinator. She has further been coordinating 
from Brussels WWF (FW programme) campaign against the Spanish National Hydrological Plan, SNHP, (2002 to 2004) 
and acting for one year as Marine Coordinator with focus on the Fisheries Fund and the European Marine Strategy 
(2004-2005). Paloma is managing since April 2005 the WWF Greening the Neighbourhood Policy Programme in close 
cooperation with WWF International (Gland) and the MEDPO (Rome), the CauPO (Tbilisi) and the DCPO (Vienna). 
 

 

Hugo-Maria Schally 

Head of Unit -international affairs, trade and environment 

DG Environment 
 
Dr Schally is a senior executive with a legal background and political experience. After obtaining 
a doctorate in law at the University of Graz (1976-1980), Dr Schally pursued academic research 
at the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna (1984-1986). From 1981 Dr Schally briefly practiced law in 
Klagenfurt, Austria before embarking on a career at different internationally oriented 
organisations. In 1986 he worked for the United Nations Development Programme as a junior 

professional officer in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso before he was offered a post at the Austrian Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs the following year. Dr Schally held a range of positions while working for the ministry, policy officer in the 
department for development co-operation (1987-1988); deputy consul general in the Austrian Consulate General in 
Los Angeles (1988-1991); counsellor at the permanent mission of Austria to the United Nations Office in Geneva, 
(1991-1994); head of unit in the office of the legal adviser (1994-1995); and head of unit for environment and energy 
affairs (1995-1997). Dr Schally worked as a deputy director for conference services at the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe for one short year in 1997 before joining the Commission in early 1998. For ten years he 
has now held the position of head of unit in three different directorates general. In 1998 he was head of unit for 
relations with international organizations in the directorate general for external relations. After one year he moved to 
directorates general for development as a head of unit for multilateral affairs and relations with donors, where he 
worked until 2005. At present he is the head of unit for multilateral environment agreements and trade in directorates 
general for Environment. 

 

 

Colonel Michael Ryan 

Defense Advisor 

United States Mission to the European Union  

Michael Ryan is the Defense Advisor, United States Mission to the European Union, Brussels, 
Belgium. The Mission, comprising more than 10 agencies of the federal government, is 
responsible for all aspects of the United States' relationship with the 27-member European 
Union, a union of 500 million citizens generating an $11 trillion economy. The increasing 
importance of the European Union's European Security and Defense Policy, the increasing 
tempo and intensity of US commitments in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and the 

increasing operational demands on both, necessitated a permanent and an effective US Department of Defense 
presence at the US mission to the EU.  
 
Mr. Ryan joined the Senior Executive Service of the Department of Defense in 2007 following a 25-year career in the 
US Air Force having retired as a Colonel. He was commissioned in 1982 from the U.S. Air Force Academy. He is a 
distinguished graduate of the Joint Military Intelligence College, was a National Defense Fellow with Congress, and 
attended the Collège Interarmèe de Défense in Paris. His assignments include flying duties as an instructor pilot, flight 
commander, Red Flag mission commander, and assistant director of operations in the A-10A. His staff assignments 
include the Command Action Group in Air Education and Training Command and a tour in the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense. Colonel Ryan has taught extensively in the United States and Europe including as a Department Director at 
the NATO School. Prior to assuming his current position full-time, he also served as the Military Advisor to the 
Secretary of Defense Representative, Europe at the US Mission to NATO. 

 

 



Simon Stocker 

Executive Director 

EUROSTEP (European Solidarity Towards Equal Participation of People) 

Simon Stocker is Director of Eurostep, a network of non-governmental organisations focusing 
on EU-financed development co-operation. Eurostep members believe that in an increasingly 
globalised world Europe has a key role and responsibility to foster an environment where 
people can live in peace and security, have effective control of their own lives, enjoy their 
basic rights and a sustainable livelihood with respectful use of the earth's resources. Europe's 

responsibility extends beyond its own citizens, to the worldwide community as a whole, both for the current 
generation and for generations to come. Eurostep members believe that Europe's social dimension offers a solid basis 
on which to promote an international world order where the peaceful coexistence of all peoples can flourish, where 
inequalities and injustice can diminish and where poverty can be eradicated. Europe's values of tolerance, plurality, 
multiculturalism, and its repect for human rights, democracy and the rule of law, together with its commitment to the 
redistribution of resources provide the opportunity to pursue co-operation and partnership between the people of 
Europe and the rest of the world based on equality and solidarity. 

 

 

Raymond Van Ermen 

Executive Director 

European Partners for the Environment (EPE) 
 
Raymond Van Ermen is Executive Director of European Partners for the Environment (EPE) since 
1998. EPE facilitates the European Platform on Finance & Eco-Innovation as well as the Resource 
Efficiency Alliance. Mr Van Ermen is also Board Member and Treasurer of the European Water 
Partnership, Member of the International Sustainable and Responsible Investment Advisory 
Committee of the Investment Bank FORTIS L Fund, (Frankfurt) Member of the Financing Horizon 
2020 Task Force (Athens), Member of the International Jury of the World Environment Council 

Gold Medal for Sustainability (Washington) and the Jury of the Haymarket Green Business Awards (UK), Advisor of the 
Belgian Fair Trade Centre of the Belgian Federal Government. 
 
Mr. Van Ermen is a Member of the European Permanent Forum of Civil Society, co-author of the book « Plan B, The 
European Citizens facing the European Union ». He drafted a report ŦƻǊ 5D LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ά9ƳǇƻǿŜǊέ. Earlier in his 
career, Mr. Van Ermen has been Secretary General of Inter-Environnement Wallonie then, for eight years, Secretary 
General of the European Environmental Bureau, Board Member and Treasurer of the Environmental Liaison 
Committee International to UNEP (Nairobi) and Guarantor of the Regional Institute for Environmental Technologies 
(Singapore). He has been involved in processes related to sustainable trade and innovation, sustainable investment in 
Asia and the Transatlantic Dialogue. His fields of expertise are in the following: Resource Efficiency, as a new 
competitiveness driver; Finance & Eco-Innovation; Company transformation; Environment Security and New 
Governance schemes; and European Union and Civil Society. 
 

CONTEXT OF EU ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE PACKAGE 

Stephan Singer 

Head of European Climate and Energy Policy Unit 

WWF Belgium European Policy Office 

Stephan Singer heads the European climate and energy policy team of WWF. He has 
worked for WWF in Brussels for the past 6 years and co-ordinates and initiates work 
in the organisation's network on related issues between Madrid and Moscow. 

 
His key tasks are: advocacy on the European Emissions Trading Scheme; legislation on energy efficiency and 
renewable energy with priority on wind and biomass development; positioning the WWF network on carbon capture 
and storage as well as on matters related to security of supply; integration of climate and energy policies into EU 
foreign affairs, in particular in the context of the EU-China and EU-India agreements. Stephan Singer has a doctorate in 
soil carbon cycling and agricultural fertility. Before joining WWF Germany in 1993, he worked for four years at the 



 
 

No photo 
available 

German Ministry of Economic Co-operation in South India on poverty alleviation and improvement of subsistence 
farming. Prior to his Ph.D., he spent two years as a freelance journalist. Stephan Singer is married with two daughters. 
He is a committed football fan and enjoys studying German and European history. 

 

THE FUTURE OF THE EU ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE PACKAGE 

Sanjeev Kumar 

EU ETS coordinator 

WWF European Policy Office 

 
Sanjeev has worked across the depth and breadth of the global energy sector firstly with 
the Energy Institute in the UK and now with the WWF European Policy Office in Brussels. 

He has been involved in high-level cross-cutting global policy and engineering issues which are integral to emissions 
trading, oil & gas, renewables, coal, carbon management and energy efficiency sectors. 

 

 
Frauke Theis 

EU Energy Campaigner- Renewable Energy 

Greenpeace European Unit 
 
Greenpeace European Unit is part of the international Greenpeace network, active in over 40 
countries worldwide. Based in Brussels, we monitor and analyse the work of the EU 
institutions, expose deficient EU policies and laws, and challenge EU decision-makers to 

implement progressive solutions. Governments and other authorities must urgently promote renewable energy and 
energy efficiency technologies in order to confront our changing climate. Encouraging a shift to a truly sustainable 
energy future will allow us to take advantage of the multiple environmental, economic and social benefits that 
renewable energy sources have to offer. To this end, Greenpeace is campaigning for concrete and ambitious measures 
to advance renewable energy sources and energy efficiency.  

 

 

Stefaan Vergote 

Deputy Head of Unit, Unit C5 Energy & Environment 

DG Environment, European Commission 

The main role of the European Commission's Environment Directorate-General (DG) is to 
initiate and define new environmental legislation and to ensure that agreed measures are put 
into practice in the EU Member States. The Environment DG is based in Brussels and has 
around 700 staff. 

 

Tomas Wyns 

Policy Officer - EU ETS and Energy 

Climate Action Network Europe (CAN-E) 

Climate Action Network Europe (CAN-E) is recognised as Europe's leading network working on 
climate and energy issues. With over 100 members in 25 European countries, CAN-E unites to 
work to prevent dangerous climate change and promote sustainable energy and environment 

policy in Europe.  Prior to working for CAN-E, Mr. Wyns worked as a policy officer on climate change for 5 and ½ years 
at the Flemish environment administration.  

 

 



European Parliament Panel on Climate and Energy Package 

Anders Wijkman 

Member of European Parliament for Sweden 

Former LEAD International Board Member 

Anders Wijkman has been active on environmental and development issues for many years. As 
a member of the European Parliament, he focuses on industry, trade, and energy. He is the 
former assistant director of the Bureau for Policy and Program Support with the U.N. 
Development Program and was previously director general of the Swedish Agency for Research 

Cooperation with Developing Countries (SAREC). A member of the Swedish government's environmental council since 
1991, he chaired a special committee on the environmental consequences of Sweden's membership in the EU, and 
currently chairs a committee reviewing Swedish foreign aid from the perspective of Agenda 21. During Anders' tenure 
as its Secretary General (1989-1992), the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation started a highly successful program 
to identify environmental non-governmental organization (NGOs) in the developing world and to support their 
activities. Anders has been a member of the Swedish parliament (1970-1978), secretary general of the Swedish Red 
Cross (1979-1988), and president of the International Red Cross Disaster Relief Commission (1981-1989). His Red 
Cross work focused on disaster relief, disaster preparedness, and disaster prevention. He has argued that most 
disasters, including those triggered by natural events, are man made and can be avoided. He has written books on 
disasters, development, the environment, and HIV/AIDS. 

 

Satu Hassi 

Member of European Parliament for Finland 

Vice-Charwoman for Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

Member of the Temporary Committee on Climate Change 

 
Satu Maijastiina Hassi is a Finnish politician, and Member of the European Parliament for the 
Green League. She served as the Minister of Environment and Development Co-Operation in 
Paavo Lipponen's second cabinet between 15 April 1999 and 31 May 2002; in accordance with 

her party's position on the issue, she quit the cabinet in protest of the government's decision to build a fifth nuclear 
power plant in Finland. Hassi served as the leader of her party between 1999 and 2001. She was a member of the 
national parliament from 1991 to 2004; she left the parliament when she was elected to the European Parliament as 
the sole Finnish Green representative in the 2004 election. In the European Parliament she is Vice President of the 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, vice member of the Committee on Industry, Research 
and Energy and member of the Temporary Committee on Climate Change. Hassi has a licentiate in technology, has 
worked as an engineer in a power company and taught at Tampere University of Technology. She has published three 
novels, a collection of poems and several essays. She has also been co-author of a series of physics books for high 
school students. 
 

Chris Davies 

Member of European Parliament for the United Kingdom 

Member of Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety  

Memberof Temporary Committee on Climate Change 

 
Chris Davies is the Liberal Democrat MEP for the North West of England. Chris was born in 
Lancashire and grew up in Cheshire. He has served as a councillor on Merseyside and as an MP 

for Greater Manchester. As a competitive fell runner he claims Cumbria as his spiritual home. Chris was a marketing 
consultant prior to his election to the European Parliament, having run his own business for most of the past 15 years. 
He is a former Member of Parliament for Littleborough & Saddleworth (Oldham/Rochdale) and a former Chairman of 
the Housing Committee in Liverpool. 
 
Chris Davies serves on the Bureau ('cabinet') of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Group (88 MEPs), 
and he represents his colleagues at official meetings of Liberal Democrat parliamentarians in the UK. Chris also speaks 


